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PREFACE 

F the Writer of the following Piece could hope to pro- 
1 duce any thing 1 in poetry, worthy the Public attention; 

it would give him particular pleaſure to lay the fouhda- 
tion of his claim to ſuch a diſtinction in the happy execution 
of this Work. But he fears it will be thought, that the 
projected building is too great for the abilities of the archi- 
tect; and that he is not furniſhed with a variety of materials 
ſufficient for the proper finiſhing and embelliſhment of ſuch. 
a ſtructure. And when it is farther confeſſed, that he hath 
entered on this deſign without the aſſiſtances of learning 3 
and that his time for the execution of it was either ſnatched 
from the hours of buſineſs, or ſtolen from thoſe of reſt 3 . 
the mind in either caſe not likely to be in the happieſt dif- 
poſition for poetry; his proſpect of ſucceſs will grow till 
more clouded, and the preſumption againſt him muſt gather 
additional ſtrength. | 


- Under theſe and many other diſadvantages, which he feels 
and laments; conſcious of all his deficiencies, and how _ 
unequal he is to the taſk of executing this plan, even up to 
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his own ideas; what ſhall he plead in excuſe for his teme- 
rity in perſiſting thus far to proſecute the attempt? All he 
can ſay is, that he hath taken ſome pains to furniſh himſelf 
with materials for the Work ; that he hath conſulted men as 
well as books, for the knowledge of his ſubjects, in which 
he hopes he hath not been guilty of many miſtakes ; that it 
hath not been an haſty performance; nor is it at laſt ob- 
truded upon the public, without the approbation of ſeveral 
perſons, whoſe judgments, were it not probable they may 
have received a bias from the partiality of friendſhip, he 
could have no reaſon to doubt. But that he may know with 
certainty. whether this is not the caſe, to the Public he fub- 
mits it; willing to receive from thence his determination to 
proſecute or ſuppreſs the remainder of his plan. If he here 


receives a check, he will quietly acquieſce in the general 


opinion; and muſt ſubmit to be included among thoſe who 
have miſtaken their talent. But as the diffiulties he had to 
ſtruggle with would i in caſe of ſucceſs have increaſed his re- 
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F Curl run, and the various fruits of earth; 
| Of ſocial Commerce, of the nobler Ax rs, 
Which poliſh and adorn the life of man : 

Objects demanding the ſupreme regard 
5 Of that exalted Monarch, who ſuſtains 
The ſcepter of command o'er Britain's ſons 
The Muſe, diſdaining idle themes, attempts 
To ſing. O Thou, Britannia's riſing hope ! 
The favourite of her wiſhes! Thou O PRINCE, 
10 On whom her fondeſt expectations wait, | 
Accept the verſe ; and, to the humbleſt voicg 
That ſings of PusLic VIx rox, lend an eat, 


Genius of Britain! Pure Intelligence ! 
Guardian, appointed by the One ſapretne, 
75 With influential energy benign, = 
| 0 
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To guide the weal of this diſtinguiſh'd iſle; 
O wake the Breaſt of her aſpiring ſon, 
.*© Inform his numbers, aid his bold deſign,” - +. -- © 
Who, in a daring flight, preſumes to mark 
20 The glorious track her Monarchs ſhould purſue. 


From Cultiyation, from the uſeful toils 
Of cke laborious hind, the ſtreams of wealth L 
And plenty flow. Deign then, illuſtrious Louru! 
To bring th' obſerving eye, the liberal hand, 
25 And with a ſpirit congenial to Your birth, 
Regard his various labours thro* the year: 
So ſhall the labourer ſmile, and You improve 
The happy Country You are born to rule. 


| 


The year declining, now hath left the fields 
30: Diveſted of their honours : the ſtrong glebe, 
Exhauſted, waits the culture of the plough, 
To renovate her powers. *Tis now, intent 
On honeſt gain, the cautious huſbandman 
Surveys the country round, ſollicitous 
35 To fix his habitation on a ſoil 
Propitious to his hopes, and to his cares. 


O ye, whom Fortune in her ſilken robe 
Enwraps benign; whom Plenty's bounteous hand 
Hath favour'd with Diſtinction: O look down, 
40 With ſmiles indulgent, on his new deſigns; 
Aſſiſt his uſeful works, facilitate 
His honeſt aims, nor in Exaction's gripe 
Enthrall th* endeavouring ſwain. Think not his toils 
Were meant alone to foſter you in caſe 
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45 And pamper'd indolence : nor gradge the meed, 
Which Heaven in merey gives to chear the hand, 
The labouring hand of uſeful Induſtry. 
Be yours the joy to propagate Content; 
With bounteous Heaven co-operate, and reward 
50: The poor man's toil, whence all your riches ſpring, 
As in a garden, the enlivening air 
Is fill'd with odours, drawn from thoſe fair flowers 
Which by its influence riſe ; ſo in his breaſt 
Benevolent, who gives the ſwains to thrive, 
55 Reflected live the joys his virtues lent. 


But come, young Farmer, tho' by Fortune fix*d 
: On fields luxuriant, where the fruitful ſoil 
Gives Labour hope ; where ſheltering ſhades ariſe, 
; Thick fences guard, and bubbling fountains flow; 
60 Where arable and paſture duly mix ; 
Yet, ere thy toils begin, attend the Muſe, 

And catch the moral leſſons of her ſong. 

Be frugal and be bleſt ; Frugality 

Will give thee competence; thy gains are ſmall, 
65 Too ſmall to bear Profuſion's waſteful hand. 

Make Temperance thy companion, ſo ſhall Health 

Sit on thy brow, invigorating thy frame 

To every uſeful work. And if to theſe 

Thou happily ſhalt join one virtue more, 
70 The love of Induſtry, the glowing joy 

Felt from each new improvement ; then fair Peace, 

With modeſt Neatneſs, in her decent garb, fg 

Shall walk around thy dwelling : while the Great, 
| Tir'd with the vaſt fatigue of Indolence, 
©Y BE Fill'd with diſeaſe by Luxury and Sloth, 


Impatient 
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Impatient curſe the dilatory day, 
And look with envy on thy happier ſtate. 


Prepar'd with theſe plain virtues, now the ſwain 
With courage enters on his rural works. 
30 Firſt he provides the needful implements. 
Of theſe, the honour'd plough claims chief regard. 
Hence bread to man, who heretofore on maſt 
Fed with his fellow brute, in woods and wilds, 
Himſelf uncultur'd as the foil he trod. 
$5 The ſpiked harrow next, to break the clods, 
And ſpread the ſurface of the new-plough'd field : 
Nor is the roller's friendly aid unſought. 
Hoes he provides, with yarious arms prepar'd, 
T' encounter all the numerous hoſt of weeds, 
go Which riſe malignant, menacing his hopes. 
The ſweeping ſcythe's keen edge he whets for graſs, 
And turns the crooked ſickle for his corn. 
The fork to ſpread, the gathering rake to ſave 
With providential care he treaſures up. 
96 His ſtrong capacious wain, the dull flow ox 
Drags on, deep loaden, grinding the rough ruts : 
While with his lighter team, the ſprightly horſe 
Moves to the muſic of his tinkling bells. 
Nor will his foreſight lack the whirling flail, 

100 Whoſe battering ſtrokes force from the looſen'd ſheaves 
Their hidden ſtores profuſe ; which now demand 
The quick rotation of the winnowing fan, 

With blaſts ſucceſſive, wafting far away 
The worthleſs chaff, to clear the golden grain. 


108 And now compell'd to hire aſſiſtant ſtrength, 


Away he haſtens to ſome neighbouring town, 


Where 


2. 
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Where willing Servitude, for mutual wants 
Of hind and farmer, holds her * annual feaſt. 
Tis here the toiling hand of Induſtry 
110 Employment ſeeks. The ſkilful ploughman, lord 
And leader of the ruftic band ; who claims 
His boy attendant, conſcious of his worth 
And dignity ſuperior ; boaſting ſkill 
To guide with ſteadineſs the ſliding ſhare, 
115 To ſcatter with an equal hand the ſeed, 
And with a maſter ſcythe to head the train 
When the ripe meadow aſks the mower*s hand. 
Here too the thraſher, brandiſhing his flail, 
Beſpeaks a maſter, whoſe full barns demand 
120 A labouring arm, now ready to give up 
Their treafure, and exchange their hoarded grain 
For heaps of gold, the meed of honeſt toil. 
The ſun-burnt ſhepherd too, his ſlouching hat 
Diſtinguiſh'd well with fleecy locks, expects 
125 Obſervance ; ſxill d in wool, and lefſon'd deep 
In all diſeaſes of the bleating flock. 
Mixt with the ruſtic thrgag, ſee ruddy maids, 


Some taught with dext'rous hand to twirl the wheel, 


Or ſtroak the ſwelling udder ; ſome expert 
130 To raiſe from leaven'd wheat the kneaded loaf ; 
To maſh the malted barley, and extract 
Its flavour'd ſtrength ; or with a houſewife's care, 
To keep the decent habitation near. | 


A 
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But now let looſe to revelry and ſport, 
x35 In clamorous mirth, indelicate and rude, 
The boiſterous ſwains, and hoyden nymphs, provoke 
Outrageous merriment, —Yet not alike 
Is every ſwain, nor every ſylvan maid : 
As Verulam the pleaſing tale records, 
140 When Patty, lovely Patty, grac'd the crowd, 
Pride of the neighbouring plains. Who hath not heard 
Of Patty, the fair milkmaid ? Beautiful 
As an Arcadian nymph, upon her brow 
Sate virgin Modeſty, while in her eyes 
145 Young Senſibility began to play | 
With Innocence. Her waving locks fell down 
On either ſide her face in careleſs curls, 
Shading the tender bluſhes in her cheek. 
Her breath was ſweeter than the morning gale, 
150 Stolen from the roſe or violet's dewy leaves. 
Her ivory teeth appear'd in even rows, 
Thro' lips of living coral. When ſhe ſpoke 
Her features wore intelligence : her words 
Were ſoft, with ſuch a ſmile accompany'd, 
155 As lighted in her face reſiſtleſs charms. 

Her poliſh'd neck roſe rounding from her breaſt, 
With pleaſing elegance: That lovely breaſt !— 
Ah! Fancy, dwell not there, leſt gay deſire, 

Who ſmiling hovers o'er th' enchanting place, 
160 Tempt thy wild thoughts to dangerous extacy. 
Her ſhape was molded by the hand of Eaſe; 
Exact proportion harmoniz'd her frame; 
While Grace, following her ſteps, with ſecret art 
Stole into all her motions. Thus ſhe walk'd 


Can ro l. 


— 


4 


Hung 


Carrot, AGRICULTURE. 7 


Hung on her arm, the ſymbol of her ſkill 

In that fair province of the rural ſtate, 

The Dairy; ſource of more delicious bowls 
Than Bacchus from his choiceſt vintage boaſts, 


150 How great the power of Beauty! The rude ſwaing 
3 Grew civil at her ſight ; and gaping crowds 
Wrapt in aſtoniſhment, with tranſport gaze, 
Whiſpering her praiſes in each other's ear. 
As when a gentle breeze, borne thro* the grove, 
175 With quick vibration ſhakes the trembling leaves, 
And huſhing murmurs run from tree to tree ; 
So ran a ſpreading whiſper thro? the crowd. 
Young Thyrſis hearing, turn'd aſide his head, 
And ſoon the pleaſing wonder caught his eye, 
180 Full in the prime of youth, the joyful heir 
b Of numerous acres, a large freehold farm, 
Thyrſis as yet from beauty felt no pain, 
Had ſeen no virgin he could wiſh to make 
f His wedded partner. Now his beating heart 
185 Feels new emotion; now his fixed eye, 
| With fervent rapture dwelling on her charms, 
Drinks in delicious draughts of new-born Love, 
No reſt the night, no peace the following day 
L Brought to his ſtruggling heart: her beauteous form, 
190 Her fair perfections playing on his mind, 
; With pleaſing anguiſh torture him. In vain 
He ſtrives to tear her image from his breaſt ; 
Each little grace, each dear bewitching look, 
N Returns triumphant, breaking his reſolves, 
7 195 And binding all his foul a ſlave to Love. 
| Ahl 
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Ahl little did he know, alas, the while, 


Poor Patty's tender heart, in mutual pain, 
Long, long for him had heav'd the ſecret ſigh. 


For him ſhe dreſt, for him the pleaſing arts 
200 She ſtudy'd, and for him ſhe wiſh'd to live. 

But her low fortunes, nurſing fad deſpair, 
Check'd the young hope z nor durſt her modeſt eyes 
Indulge the ſmalleſt glances of her flame. 

Leſt curious Malice, like a watchful ſpy, 
205 Should catch the ſecret, and with taunts reveal. 


Judge then the ſweet furprize when ſhe at length 
Beheld him, all irreſolute, approach; 
And, gently taking her fair trembling hand, 
Breathe theſe ſoft words into her liſtening air. 
210 O Patty! deareſt maid! whoſe beauteous form 
« Dwells in my breaſt, and charms my ſoul to love, 
« Accept my vows; accept a faithful heart, 
« Which from this hour devotes itſelf to thee : 
« Wealth has no reliſh, life can give no joy, 
215 © If you forbid my hopes to call you mine.” 
Ah! who the fudden tumult can deſcribe 
Of ftruggling paſſions riſing in her breaft ? 
Hope, fear, confuſion, modefty, and love 
Oppreſs her labouring ſoul :—She ſtrove to ſpeak, 
220 But the faint accents dy*d upon her tongue; 
Her fears prevented utterance,----At length— 
Can Thyrſis mock my Poverty? Can be 
« Be ſo unkind? O no!----YetT, alas, 
« Too humble even to hope“ -No more ſhe ſaid; 
225 But gently, as if half unwilling, ſtole 
Her hand from his ; and, with ſweet modeſty, 


Caſting 
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Caſting a look of diffidence and fear, 
To hide. their bluſhes, ſilently withdrew. 
But Thyrſis read, with rapture, in her eyes 

230 The language of her ſoul, He follow'd wood, 
And won her ſor his wife, His lowing herds 
Soon call her miſtreſs; ſoon their milky ſtreams 
Coagulated, riſe in circling piles 

Of harden'd curd ; and all the dairies round, 
235 To her fweet butter yield ſuperior praiſe, 


But turns my Muſe, nor let th* alluring form 
Of Beauty lead toa far thy devious ſteps. 
See where the Farmer, with a maſter's eye, 
Surveys his little kingdom, and exults 
240 In ſov*reign independence. At a word, 
His feathery ſubjects in abedience flock 
Around his feedihg hand, who in return 
Yield a delicious tribute to his board, 
And ofer his couch their downy plumage ſpread, 
245 The peacock here expands his eyeful plumes, 
A glittering pageant, to the mid-day fun : 
In the ſtiff aukwardnefs of fooliſh pride, 
The ſwelling turkey apes his ſtately ſtep, 
And calls the briſtling feathers round his head, 
250 There the loud herald of the marning ſtruts 
Before his cackling dames, the paſſive ſlaves 
Of his promiſcuous pleaſure. O'er the pond, 
See the grey gander, with his female train, 
Bending their lofiy necks ; and gabbling ducks, 
255 Ryoicing on the ſurface clap their wings; 
Whilſt wheeling round, in airy wanton flights, 
The glofly pigeons chace their ſportive loves, 


ing Or in ſoft cooings tell their amorous tale. 
| ho | B 
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Here ſtacks of hay, there pyramids of corn, 

260 Promiſe the future market large ſupplies: 
While with an eye of triumph he ſurveys 
His piles of wood, and laughs at Winter's frown. 
In filent rumination, ſee the kine, 
Beneath the walnut's ſhade, patiently wait 

265 To pour into his pails their milky ſtores. 
While pent from miſchief, far from ſight remov'd, 

The briſtly herd, within their fatt' ning = 

Remind him to prepare; in many a row, 
The gaily-blooming pea, the fragrant bean, 

270 And bares leav'd cabbage, for the ploughman's feaſt. 


Theſe his amuſements, his employment theſe ; 
Which ſtill ariſing in ſucceſſive change, 
Give to each vary'd hour a new delight. 
Peace and Contentment with their guardian wings 
275 Encloſe his nightly ſlumbers. Roſy Health, 
When the gay lark's ſweet matin wakes the morn, 
Threads in his dewy foot-ſteps round the field; 
And Chearfulneſs attends his cloſing day. 
No racking jealouſy, nor ſullen hate, 
280 Nor fear; nor envy, diſcompoſe his breaſt. 
His only enemies the prowling fox, 
Whoſe nightly murders thin the bleating fold; 
The hardy badger ; the rapacious kite, 
With eye malignant on the little brood, 
28; Sailing around portentous ; the rank ſtote 
Thirſting, ah, ſavage thirſt! for harmleſs blood ; 
The com-devouring partridge ; timorous hare ; 
Th* amphibious otter bold; the weaſel ly, 
Pilfering the yolk from its encloſing ſhell ; 
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290 And moles, a dirty undermining tace. 


Theſe all his foes, and theſe, alas, compar'd 
With man to man, an inoffenſive train. 
Gainſt theſe, aſſiſted by th' entangling net, 
Th' exploſive thunder of the level'd tube, 

5 Or toils unweary' d of his ſocial friend 

” The faithful dog, he wages rural war, 

And health and pleaſure in the fportive field 
Obtaining, he forgives their venial crimes. 


O happy he! happieſt of mortal men ! 


300 Who far remov'd from ſlavery as from pride, 


Fears no man's frowns, nor cringing waits to catch 
The gracious nothing of a great man's nod : 
Where the lac'd beggar buſtles for a bribe, 

The purchaſe of his honour ; where Deceit, 


305 And Fraud, and Circumvention, dreſt in ſmiles, 


Hold ſhameful commerce ; and beneath the maſk 
Of Friendſhip and Sincerity, betray. - 

Him, nor the ſtately manſion's gilded pride, 
Rich with whate'er the imitative arts, 


310 Painting of ſculpture, yield to charm the ey-; 


Nor ſhining heaps of maſly plate, enwroughi 


Wich curidus coſtly workmanſhip, allure. 


Tempted nor with the pride nor pomp of Power, 
Nor pageants of Ambition, nor the mines | 


| 315 Of graſping Av' rice, nor the poiſon'd ſweets 


Of pamper'd Luxury, he plants his foot 

With firmneſs on his old paternal fields, 

And ſtands unſhaken. There fweet proſpects riſe 
Of meadows ſmiling in their flow'ry pride, 


32 Green hills and dales, and cottages embower d, 
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The ſcenes of innocence, and calm delight. 
There the wild melody of warbling birds. 
And cool refreſhing groves, and murmuring ſprings, 
Invite to ſacred thought, and lift the mind 
325 From low purſuits, to meditate the Gop ! 


Turn then at length, O turn ye ſons of Wealth, 
And ye who ſeek, thro' Life's bewildering maze, 
To tread the paths of Happineſs, O turn 
And trace her footſteps in the rural walk; 
330 In thoſe fair ſcenes of wonder and delight, 
Where, to the human eye, Omnipotence 
Unfolds the map of Nature, and diſplays 
The matchleſs beauty of created things. 
Turn to the arts, the uſeful pleaſing arts 
335 Of Cultivation ; and thoſe fields improve 
Your erring fathers have too long deſpis'd. 
Leave not to ignorance, and low-bred hinds, 
That nobleſt ſcience, which in ancient time 
The minds of ſages and of kings employ'd, 
340 Sollicitous to learn the ways of Gop, 
And read his works in Acz1culToRs's ſchool. 


Then hear the Muſe, now entering, hand in hand. 
With ſweet Philoſophy, the ſecret bowers 
Of deep myſterious Nature; there t' explore 
345 The cauſes of Fecundity, and how 
The various Elements, Earth, Water, Air, 
And Fire united ; the enlivening ray 
Diurnal ; the prolific dews of Night ; 
With all the rolling Seaſons of the year; 
o In Vegetation's works their power's combine. 
| Whither | 
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Whither, O whither, doſt thou lead my ſteps 
Divine Philoſophy ? What ſcenes are theſe, 
Which ſtrike my wondering ſenſes ? Lo! enthron'd 
Upon a ſolid rock great Nature fits ; 
355 Her eyes to heaven directed, as from thence 
.” Receiving inſpiration. Round her head 
A mingled wreath of fruits and flowers entwines, 
Her robe, with every motion changing hue, 
Flows down in plenteous foldings, and conceals © 
360 Her ſecret footſteps from the eyes of men. 
Liſt! liſt! what harmony, what heavenly ſounds 
Enchant my raviſh'd ear? Tis ancient “ Pan, 
Who on his Teven-fold pipe, to the rapt ſoul 
Conveys the fancy*d mulick of the ſpheres. 
$65 See, dy his ſtrains the Elements inſpir'd, 
Join in myſterious work ; their motions led 
By active Fire, in windings intricate, 
But not perplext, nor. vague. And who are They ? 
What Pair obeying in alternate rounds 
370 The tuneful melody? Majeſtic one, 
And grave, lifting her aweful forehead, moves 
In - ſhadowy filence, borne on raven wings, 
Which, waving to the meaſur'd ſounds, beat time. 
A veil obſcures her face ; a fable ſtole, 


* Mythologifts have thought the univerſal nature of things to be gn! d. 
by this god; and that his pipe, compos d of ſeven reeds, was the ſymbol 
of the m_— planets, which they ſay make the harmony of the ſpheres. 

+ According to Dr. Boerhave and other modern philoſophers, all the mo- 
tion in nature ariſes from fire ; and taking that away, all things would be- 
come fixt, and immoveable : fluids would become ſolid; a man would 
harden into a flatue ; and the very air would cohere into a firm and rigid 
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$75 Bedeck'd with ſparkling gems, conceals her form; 
And wreaths of bending poppy crown her brow. 
The other, rais'd on ſwan- like ſpreading plumes, 
Glides gaily on; a milk-white robe inveſts 
His frame tranſparent; in his azure eyes 
380 Dwells brightneſs; while around his radiant head, 
A ſbining glory paints his flying robe, 5 
With all the colours of the watry bow. 


Proceeding now, in more majeſtic ſteps, 
The varying Seaſons join the myſtic train. 
385 In all the blooming hues of florid youth, 
Gay Spring advances ſmiling : on her head 
A flow y chaplet, mixt with verdant buds, 
Sheds aromatic fragrance thro' the air; 
While little Zephyrs, breathing wanton gales, 
399 Before her flutter, turning back to gaze, 
With looks enamour'd, on her lovely face. 
Summer ſucceeds, crown'd with the bearded ears 
Of ripening Harveſt; in her hand ſhe bears 
A ſhining fickle ; on her glowing cheek 
395 The fervent heat paints deep a roſy bluſh : 
Her thin light garment, waving with the wind, 
Flows looſely from her boſom, and reveals 
To the pleas'd eye the beauties of her form. 
Then follows Autumn, bearing in her lap 
400 The bluſhing fruits, which Summer's ſultry breath 
Had mellow'd to her hand. A cluſtering wreath 
Of purple grapes, half hid with ſpreading leaves, 
Adorns her brow. Her dew-beſprinkled locks 
Begin to fall, her bending ſhoulders ſink, 
405 And active vigour leaves her ſober ſteps. 
OY n Wh Winter 


* 
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Winter creeps on, ſhrivePd with chilling cold ; 
Bald his white crown, upon his ſilver beard , | 
Shines the hoar froſt, and iſicles depend. | 
Rigid and ſtern his melancholy face; | 
410 Shivering he walks, his joints benumn'd and ſtiff; 
And wraps in northern furrs his witherd trunk. 


And now, great Nature pointing to the train 
Her heaven-dire&ted hand, they all combine, 
In meaſur'd figures, and myſterious rounds, 
415 To weave the mazy dance : while to the ſound 
Of Pan's immortal pipe, the Goddeſs join'd 
Her voice harmonious; and the liſtening Muſe, 
Admiring, caught the wonders of her Theme. 
« To Gop, Supreme CREATOR |! great and good! 
420 * All-wiſe, almighty Parent of the World ! 
In choral Symphonies of Praiſe and Love, 
« Let all the Powers of Nature raiſe the Song ! 
« The watry Signs forſaking, ſee, the Sun, 
Great Father of the vegetable tribes, | 
425 Darts from the Ram his all-enlivening ray. 
When now the genial warmth Earth's yielding breaſt 
« Unfolds. Her latent ſalts, ſulphureous oils, 8 
And Air, and Water mixt; attract, repel, 
And raiſe prolific ferment. Low! at length 
The vital Principle begins to wake: 
* Ti emulgent fibres, ſtretching round the root, 


© Seek their terreſtrial nurture; which, convey d 
In limpid currents thro? th* aſcending tubes, 
The philoſophy of this hymn is built on that e tal foundation, 


laid by the learned and ingenious Dr. Hales, in his Y ge Snares. 
B 4 And 
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And ſtrain'd and filter'd in their ſecret cells; 
435 To its own. nature every different plant 

& Aſſimilating, changes. A weful Heaven! 

* How wond'rous is thy Work | To Thee! to Thee! 

* Myſterions Power belongs; Summer's fierce heat 

0 Encreaſing, rarifies the ductile juice. 

« See, from the root, and from the bark imbib'd, 

* Tir elaſtic Air impels the riſing ſap. 

Swift thro* the ſtem, thro' every branching arm, 

And ſmaller ſhoot, the vivid moiſture flows, 

* Protruding from their buds the opening leaves: 

« Whence, as ordain'd, th* expiring air flows out 

In copious exhalations ; and from whence 

Its nobleſt printiples the plant inhales. 


See!] ſee! the ſhooting verdure ſpreads around! 
Ve ſons of men, with rapture view the ſcene ! 
450 On hill and dale, on meadow, field, and grove, 
« Cloath'd in ſoft mingling ſhades from light to dark, 
The wandering eye delighted roves untir'd, | 
* The hawthorn's whitening buſh, Pomona's blooms, 
And Flora's pencil &'er th* enamell'd green, 
455 The varying ſcenes enrich, Hence every gale 
* Breathes odours, every Zephyr from his wings 
Wafting new fragrance ; borne from trees, from ſhrubs, 
« Borne from the yellow cowllip, violet blue, 
* From deep carnations, from the bluſhing roſe, 
38d From every flower and aromatic herb 
In grateful mixtures. Hence ambroſial fruits 
« Yield their delicious flavours. The ſweet grape, 
The mulberry's cooling juice, the luſcious plumb, 
The healthful 8 the «a peach, 
465 And 
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465 And thy rich neQar many-flavour'd pine. 
< Theſe are the gracious gifts, O favour'd man! 
« Theſe, theſe, to thee the gracious gifts of heav'n, 
A world of beauty, wonder, and delight 
« To God, Supreme Carzaror ! great and goodd 
470 All wiſe, almighty Parent of the World! 
In choral} Symphonies of Praiſe and Love, 
« Tet all the Powers of Nature cloſe the Strain. 
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Of different foils, and their culture. Mr. Tull's principles and 
Practice. Of the principles and prattice of the Middleſex 
” gardeners. Of various manures, and other methods of im- 
' Proving 8 Of hedging and ditching. Of planting tim- 
ber trees. Or bike wet, and flooding dry lands. Of gard- 
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Eſcending now from theſe ſuperior themes, 
O Muſe, in notes familiar, teach the ſwain 
The hidden properties of every glebe, 
And what the different culture each requires. 
5 The Naturaliſt, to ſand, or loam, or clay, 
Reduces all the varying ſoils, which cloathe 
The boſom of this earth with beauty. Sand, 
Hot, open, looſe, admits the genial ray 
With freedom, and with greedineſs imbibes 
10 The falling moiſture: hence the embrio ſeeds, 
Lodg'd in its fiery womb, puſh into life 
With early haſte, and hurry'd to their prime, 
(Their vital juices ſpent) too ſoon decay. 
Correct this error of the ardent ſoil, 
15 With cool manure : ler ſtiff coheſive clay 
Give the looſe glebe conſiſtence, and firm ſtrength: 
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So ſhall thy labouring ſteers, when harveſt calls, 
- Bending their patient ſhoulders to the yoke, 
Drag home in copious loads the yellow grain. 


20 Has Fortune fixt thy lot to toil in clay? 
Deſpair not, nor repine : the ſtubborn ſoil 
Shall yield to Cultivation, and reward 
The hand of Diligence. Here give the plough 
No reſt, Break, pound the clods, and with warm dungs 
25 Relieve the ſteril coldneſs of the ground, 

ChilPd-with obſtructed water. Add to theſe 

The ſharpeſt ſand, to open and unbind 

The cloſe-cohering maſs ; ſo ſhall new pores 

Adfnit the ſolar beam's enlivening heat, 

30 The nitrous particles of air receive, | 

And yield a paſſage to the ſoaking rain. 

Hence fermentation, hence prolific power, 

And hence the fibrous roots, in queſt of food, © 
Find unobſtrufted entrance, room to ſpread, 
35 And richer juices feed the ſwelling ſhoots : 

So the ſtrong field ſhall to the reaper's hand 
Produce a plenteous crop of waving wheat. 
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But bleſt with eaſe, in plenty ſhall he live, 
"Whom Heav'n's kind hand, indulgent to his wiſh, 
40 Hath plac'd upon a loamy foil, He views 

All products of the teeming earth ariſe 

In plenteous crops, nor ſcarce the needful aid 

Of Culture deigns to aſk. Him, nor the fears 
Of ſcorching heat, nor deluges of rain 

45 Alarm. His kindly fields ſuſtain all change 

Of ſeaſons, and ſupport a healthy ſeed, 

In' vigour thro' the perils of the year. 
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But new improvements curious would'ſt this learn? 

Hear then the lore of fair Berkerja's Son. 

50 Whoſe precepts, drawn from ſage experience, claim 
Regard. The paſture, and the food of plants, 
Firſt let the young Agricoliſt be taughe : 
Then how to ſow, and raiſe the embrio ſeeds 
Of every different ſpecies. Nitre, Fire, 

35 Air, Water, Earth, their various powers combine 
In vegetation z but the genuine food 
Of every plant is earth: hence their increaſe, 
Their ſtrength, and ſubſtance. Nitre fitſt appears 
And ſeparates the concreted parts which then 

$0 The watry vehicle aſſumes, and thro' 
Th' aſcending tubes, impelPd by ſubtle air, 
Which gives it motion, and that motion heat, 
The fine terreſtrial aliment conveys. 


Is earth the food of plants? their paſture then 
65 Is earth's inverted ſurface. This the ſwain 
By ceaſeleſs tillage, or the uſe of dung, 
Muſt or ferment, or pulverize, to fit 
Y For due reception of the fibrous roots : | 
But from the ſteams of ordure, from the ſtench / 
70 Of putrefaction, from ſtercoreous fumes ; 
Of — and filth, can ſweetneſs ſpring ? 
Or grateful, or ſalubrious food to man? 
As well might virgin innocence preſerve 
Her purity from taint, amid the ſtews. - 
75 Defile not then the freſhneſs of ay field 


* The late Mr. Tall, of Shalborne in Berkſhire, i in his Horſe-horing 
Huſbandry ; or an Eſſay on the Principles of Vegetation and Tillage. 
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With dung's polluting touch ; but let the plough, 
The hoe, the harrow, and the roller, lend 
Their better powers, to fructiſie the ſoil; 

Turn it to catch the ſun's prolific ray, | 
$0 Th' enlivening breath of air, the genial dews, 

And every influence of indulgent heaven. 

Theſe ſhall enrich and fertilize the glebe, 

And Toil's unceafing hand full well ſupply 

The dunghill' fordid and extraneous aid. 


25 Thus taught the Shalborne Swain; who firſt with {kill 
Led through his fields the many-coulter'd-plough ; 
Who firſt his ſeed committed to the ground, 
Shed from the drill by flow revolving wheels, 

In juſt proportion, and in even rows ; 

go Leaving *twixt each a ſpacious interval, 

To introduce with eaſe, while yet the grain 
Eepaoding crown'd the intermediate ridge, 
His * new machine ; form'd to exterminate 
The weedy race, (intruders who devour, 

95 But nothing pay) to pulverize the ſoil, 

Enlarge and change the paſture of the roots, 

And to its laſt perfection raiſe the crop. 

He taught, alas, but practis'd ill the lore 

Of his own precepts. Fell Diſeaſe, or Sloth 
1co Relax'd the hand of Induſtry : his Farm, 

His own philoſophy diſgracing, brought 

Diſcredit on the doctrines he enforc'd. 


« Then baniſh from thy fields the loiterer Sloth 
Nor liſten to the voice of thoughtlels Eaſe. 
105 Him 

9 The hoe-plough. * 
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. 105 Him ſordidnefs and penury ſurround, 
Beneath whoſe lazy hand the farm runs wild; 
Whoſe heart nor feels the joy improvement gives, 
Nor leaden eye the beauties that ariſe 
From labour ſees. Accumulated filth 
110 Annoys his crowded ſteps; even at his door 
A yellow mucus from the dunghil ſtands 
In ſqualid pools; his buildings unrepair'd, 
To rum ruſh precipitate ; his fields 
Diſorder governs, and licentious weeds 
115 Spring up uncheck'd : the nettle and the dock, 
Wormwood and thiſtles, in their ſeaſons riſe, - 
And deadly nightſhade ſpreads his poiſon round. 
Ah! wretched he! if chance his wandering child, 
By hunger prompted, pluck the alluring fruit 
120 Benumning ſtupor creeps upon his brain ; 
Wild grinning laughter ſoon to this ſucceeds ; 
Strange madneſs then, and death in hideous form. 
Myſterious Providence! ah, why conceaPd 
In ſuch a tempting form, ſhould poiſons lurk? 
| 125 Ah, why ſo near the path of innocents, 


Should ſpring their bane ? But Thou alone art wiſe. 


Thus hath the faithful Muſe his lore purſu'd, 
Who, truſting to the culture of his plough, 
Refus'd the dunghil's aid. Yet liſten not 
130 To doubtful precepts, with implicit faith : 
Experience to experience oft oppos'd, | 
Leaves Truth uncertain, See, what various crops, 
In quick ſucceſſion, crown the garden'd fields 
On Thame's prolific bank. On Culture's hand 
t 135 Alone, do theſe Horticuliſts rely? 
y C Or 
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Or do they owe to London's rich manure 
Thoſe products which its crowded markets fill ? 

Both lend their aid: and both with art improv'd, 
Have ſpread the glory of their gardens wide, 

140 A theme of wonder to the diſtant ſwain. 

Hence the piazza'd * ſquare, where erſt, embower'd 
In ſolemn ſloth, good Martin's lazy monks 
Dron'd out their uſeleſs lives in pamper'd eaſe ; 

Now boaſts, from Induſtry's rough hand ſupply'd, 

145 Each various efculent the teeming earth 
In every changing ſeaſon can produce, 


Join then with Culture the prolific ſtrength 
Of ſuch manure as belt inclines to aid 
Thy failing glebe, Let oily marle impart 
150 Its unftuous moiſture, or the crumbling + tan 
Its glowing heat. Nor from the gazing herds, 
Nor briſtly ſwine obſcene, diſdain to heap 
Their cooling ordure. Nor the warmer dungs 
Of fiery pigeons, of the ſtabled horſe, _ 

155 Or folded flock, negle&t. From ſprinkled ſoot, 
From afhes ſtrew'd around, let the damp ſoil 
Their nitrous falts imbibe. Scour the deep ditch 
From its black ſediment ; and from the ſtreet 
Its trampled mixtures rake. Green ſtanding pools, 

160, Large lakes, or meadows rank, in rotted heaps 


* Covent Garden, which is now a market for ens, roots, &c. 
vas formerly a garden belonging to the manks of St. Martin's con- 
vent. 

f 7 __ oe * * hath been uſed by the tanner. It is fre- al 
quently made ule of for hot-beds, particularly for raiſing the pine-appl 
and is call'd by the gardners, Tan. * 11 3 * * . 
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Of * unripe weeds, afford a cool manure, 

From Ocean's verge, if not too far remov'd, 

Its ſhelly ſands convey, a warm compoſt, 

From land and wave commixt, with richneſs bande 
765 This the ſour glebe ſhall ſweeten, and for years, 

Thro' chilly clay, its vigorous heat ſhall glow, 

But if nor ojly marle, nor crumbling tan, 

Nor dung of cattle, nor the trampled ſtreet, 

Nor weed, nor Ocean's ſand, can lend its aid; 

170 Then, Farmer, raiſe immediate from their ſeeds, 

The juicy ſtalks of largely-ſpreading pulſe, 

Beans, buck-wheat, ſpurry, or the climbing vetch 3 

Theſe early reapt, and bury'd in the ſoil, 

Enrich the parent womb from whence they ſprung, 
175 Or ſow the bulbous turnep4 this ſhall yield 
Sweet paſture to the flocks, or lowing herds, 
And well prepare thy land for future crops, 


'Yet not alone to raiſe, but to ſecure 

Thy products from invaſion, and divide 
130 For various uſe th* appropriated fields, 

Diſdain not thou to learn. For this, the ſloe, 

The furze, the holly, to thy hand preſent 

Their branches, and their different merits boaſt, 

But from the nurs'ry thou with care ſelec = 
185 Quick hawthorn ſetts, well rooted, moon and fait: 

Then, low as finks thy ditch on either ſide, 


Let riſe in height the Noping bank : there n. 
Thy future fence, at intervals a foot ; 


* Tf weeds are ſuffered to ſtand tin they are the ballad thy ld . this 
uſe of, their 2 the ground, and 3 to got them out 
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From each to each, in beds of richeſt mold. 
190 Nor ends the labour here ; but to defend 
Thy infant ſhoots from deptedation deep, 
At proper diſtance, drive {tiff oaken ſtakes ; - 
Which interwove with boughs and flexile twigs, 
Fruſtrate the nibling flock, or brouzing herd. 
195 Thus, if from weeds, that rob them of their food, 
Or choak, by covering from the vital air, 
The hoe's neat culture keep thy thickening ſhoots, 
Soon ſhall they riſe, and to thy field afford 
A beauteous, ſtrong, impenetrable fence. 
200 The linet, goldfinch, nightingale, and thruſh, 
Here, by ſecurity invited, build 
Their little neſts, and all thy labours chear 
With melody ; the hand of lovely May 
Here ſtrews her ſweeteſt bloſſoms ; and if mixt 
205 With ſtocks of knotted crab, ingrafted fruits, 
When Autumn crowns the year, ſhall ſmile around. 
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But from low ſhrubs, if thy Ambition riſe 
To cultivate the larger tree, attend. 
From ſeeds, or ſuckers, layers or ſetts ariſe 
210 Their various tribes; for now exploded ſtands 
The vulgar fable of ſpontaneous birth, 
To plant or animal, He then, who, pleas'd, 
In Fancy's eye beholds his future race 
Rejoicing in the ſhades their grandſire gave; 
21 ny Or he whoſe patriot views extend to raiſe, 
In diſtant ages, Britain's naval power; 
Muſt firſt prepare, inclining to the ſouth, 
A ſhelter'd nurſery well from weeds, from ſhrubs, 
Clear'd 
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Clear'd by the previous Culture of the plough, 
220 From cattle fenc'd, and every peeling tooth. 
Then from the ſummit of the faireſt tree 
His feed ſelected ripe, and ſow'd in rills 
On Nature's fruitful lap ; the harrow's care 
Indulgent covers from keen froſts that pierce 
225 Or vermin who devour. The wintry months 
In embrio cloſe the future foreſt lies, 
And waits for- germination : but in ſpring, 
When their green heads firſt riſe above the earth, 
And aſk thy foſtering hand: then to their roots 
230 Their light foil gently move, and ſtrew around 
Old leaves, or litter'd ſtraw, to ſcreen from heat 
The tender infants. Leave not to vile weeds 
This friendly office ; whoſe falſe kindneſs choaks, 
Or ſtarves, the nurſlings they pretend to ſhade. 


235 When now four ſummers have beheld their youth 
Attended in the nurſery, then tranſplant, 
The ſoil prepar'd, to where thy future grove 
Is deſtin'd to uprear its leafy head. | 
Avoid. the error of impatience. He 1 
240 Who, eager to enjoy the cooling ſhade 
His hands ſhall raiſe, removes at vaſt expence 
Tal! trees; with envy and regret ſhall ſee 
His neighbour's infant plants ſoon, ſoon outſtrip 
The tardy loiterers of his dwindling copſe. 0 


245 But if thy emulation's generous pride 
Would boaſt the largeſt timber, ſtrait and ſtrong; 
Thick let the ſeedlings in their native beds 
Stand unremov'd ; ſo ſhall each lateral branch, 
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Obſtructed, ſend its nouriſhment to raiſe | 
250 The towering ſtem: and they whoſe vigorous health 
Exalts above the reſt their lofty heads, 
Aſpiring ſtill, ſhall ſpread their powerful arms, 
While the weak puny race, obſcur'd below, 
Sickening die off, and leave their victors room. 


2 55 Nor ſmall the praiſe the ſkilful Planter claims 


From his befriended country. Various Arts 
Borrow from him materials. The ſoft Beech, 
And cloſe-grain'd Box, employ the turner's wheel, 
And with a thouſand implements ſupply 


260 Mechanic ſkill. * Their beauteous veins the Yew 


And Phyllerea lend, to ſurface o'er 
The cabinet. Smooth Linden beſt obeys 
The carver's chiſſel; beſt his curious work 
Diſplays in all its niceſt touches. Birch 
265 Ah, why ſhould Birch ſupply the chair ? fince oft 
Its cruel twigs compel the ſmarting youth 
To dread the hateful ſeat. Tough-bending Aſk 
Gives to the humble ſwain his uſeful plough, 
And for the peer his prouder chariot builds, 
270 To weave our baſkets the ſoft Oſier lends 
His pliant twigs : Staves that nor ſhrink nor ſwell, 
The cooper's cloſe-wrought caſk to Cheſnut owes, 
The ſweer-leav'd Walnur's undulated grain, 
Poliſh'd with care, adds to the workman's art 
275 Its varying beauties. The tall towering Elm, 
Scoop'd into hollow tubes, in ſecret ſtreams 
Conveys for many a mile the limpid wave; 
Or from its height when humbled to the ground, 
Conveys the pride of mortal man to duft. 
280 And laſt the Oak, king of Britannia's woods, 


And 
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And guardian of her iſle ! whoſe ſons robuſt, 
The beſt ſypporters of incumbent weight, 
Their beams and pillars to the builder give, 
Of ſtrength immenſe : or in the bounding deep 
285 The looſe Foundations lay of floating walls, 
Impregnably ſecure. But ſunk, but fallen 
From all your ancient grandeur, O ye groves! 
Beneath whoſe lofty venerable boughs 
The Druid erſt his ſolemn rites perform'd, 
290 And taught to diſtant realms his ſacred lore, 
Where are your beauties fled ? where but to ſerve 
' Your thankleſs country, who unbluſhing ſees 
Her naked ' foreſts longing for your ſhade. 


The taſk, the glorious taſk, for thee remains, 
295 O Prince belov'd! for Thee, more nobly born 
Than for Thyſelf alone, the patriot work 
Yet unattempted waits. O let not pals 
The fair occaſion to remoteſt time 
Thy name with praile, with honour to tranſmit ! 
300 So ſhall Thy country's riſing fleets, to Thee 
Oue future triumphs; ſo her naval ſtrength, 
Supported from within, ſhall fix Thy claim 
To Ocean's ſovereignty ; and to Thy ports, 
In every climate of the peopled earth, 
305 Bear Commerce; fearleſs, fe Th laſs. 
Let then the great. ambition fire Thy breaſt, 
For this, Thy native land ! Replace the loſt 
Inhabitants of her deſerted plains. _ 
Let Thame once more on Windſor's lofty hills 
310 Survey young foreſts planted by Thy hand. 
Loet fair Sabrina's flood again behold 
C 4 
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The * Spaniards terror riſe renew'd. And Trent, 
From Sherwood's ample plains, with pride convey 
The bulwarks of her country to the main. 


O native Sherwood! happy were thy bard, 
Might theſe his rural notes, to future time 
Boaſt of tall groves, that, nodding o'er thy plain, 
Roſe to their tuneful melody. But, ah ! 
Beneath the feeble efforts of a Muſe 


320 Untutor'd by the lore of Greece or Rome; 


A ſtranger to the fair Caſtalian ſprings, 
Whence happier poets inſpiration draw, 

And the ſweet magic of perſwaſive ſong, 

The weak preſumption, the fond hope expires. 


325 Yet ſure ſome ſacred impulſe ſtirs my breaſt ! 


feel, I feel an heavenly gueſt within! 
And all-obedient to the ruling God, 
The pleaſing taſk which he inſpires, purſue, 


And hence, diſdaining low and trivial things ; 


330 Why ſhould I tell of him whoſe obvious art, 


To drain the low damp meadow, ſloping ſinks 

A hollow trench, which arch'd at half its depth, 
Cover'd with filtering bruſh-wood, furze or broom, 
And ſurfac'd o'er with earth; in ſecret ſtreams 


335 Draws its collected moiſture from the glebe ? 


Armada, had it in their orders, 


Or why of him, who ofer his ſandy fields, 
Too dry to bear the ſun's meridian beam, 
Calls from the neighbouring hills obſequious ſprings, 


N be officers on board the 7 fleet in 588, called the Invincible 
they could not ſubdue the Iſland, at leaſt 


to deſtroy the foreſt of Dean, which 1s in the neighbourhood of the river 


Severn, 


Which 
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Which led in winding currents thro* the mead, 
340 Cool the hot ſoil, refreſh the thirſty plain, 
While wither'd plants reviving ſmile around ? 
But ſing, O Muſe, the ſwain, the happy ſwain, 
Whom Taſte and Nature leading o'er his fields, 
Conduct to every rural beauty. See! 
345 Before his footſteps winds the waving walk, 
Here gently riſing, there deſcending ſlow 
Thro' the tall grove, or near the water's brink, 
Where flowers beſprinkled paint the ſhelving bank, 
And weeping willows bend to kiſs the ſtream. _ 
350 Now wandering o'er the lawn he roves, and now 
Beneath the hawthorn's ſecret ſhade reclines : 
Where purple violets hang their baſhful heads, 
Where yellow cowſlips, and the bluſhing pink, 
Their mingled ſweets, and lovely hues combine. 


355 Here, ſhelter'd from the north, his ripening fruits 
Diſplay their ſweet temptations from the wall, 
Or from the gay eſpalier: while below, | 
His various eſculents, from glowing beds, 
Give the fair promiſe of delicious feaſts. 


360 There from his forming hand new ſcenes ariſe, 
The fair creation of his Fancy's eye. 
Lo! boſom'd in the ſolemn ſhady grove, 
Whoſe reverend branches wave on yonder hill, 
He views the moſs- grown temple's ruin'd tower, 
365 Cover'd with creeping ivy's cluſter'd leaves; 
The manſion ſceming of ſome rural God, 
Whom Nature's choriſter's, in untaught hymns 
Of wild yet ſweeteſt harmony, adore. | 
From 
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From the bold brow of that aſpiring ſteep, 
370 Where hang the nibbling flocks, and view below 
1 Their downward ſhadows. in the glaſſy wave, 
What pleaſing landſcapes ſpread before his eye! 
| Of ſcatter'd villages, and winding ſtreams, 
And meadows green, and woods, and diftant ſpires 
375 Seeming, above the blue horizon's bound, 
| To prop the canopy of heaven, Now loſt 
Amidſt a blooming wilderneſs of ſhrubs, 
1 The golden Orange, Arbute ever green, 
4 The early-blooming Almond, feathery Pine, 
380 Fair * Qpulus, to Spring, to Autumn dear, 
And the ſweet ſhades of varying verdure, caught, 
From ſoft Acacia's gently-waving branch, 
Heedleſs he wanders: while the grateful ſcents 
Of Sweet-briar, Roſes, Honyſuckles wild, 
385 Regale the ſmell; and to th* enchanted eye 
* Mezereon's purple, Lauruftinus' white, 
And pale Laburnum's pendent flowers diſplay 
Their different beauties. O'er the ſmooth-ſhorn graſs 
His lingering footſteps leiſurely proceed, 
390 In meditation deep :----When, hark! the ſound 
Of diſtant water ſteals upon his ear; 
And ſudden opens to his pauſing eye 
The rapid rough caſcade, from the rude rock 
Down daſhing in a ſtream of lucid foam: 
395 Then glides away, meandering o'er the lawn, 
A liquid ſurface ; ſhining ſeen afar, 
At intervals, beneath the ſhadowy trees ; 
Till loft and bury'd in the diſtant grove. 
Wrapt into ſacred muſing, he reclines 


„ The Gelder Roſe, 
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400 Beneath the covert of embowering ſhades ; 
And, painting to his mind the buſtling ſcenes 
Of Pride and bold Ambition, pities Kings. 


Genius of Gardens! Nature's faireſt Child! 
Thou who, inſpir'd by the Directing Mind 
405 Of Heaven, did'ſt plan the ſcenes of paradiſe! 
Thou at whoſe bidding roſe th* Heſperian bowers 
Of ancient fame, the fair Aonian mount, 
Caſtalian ſprings, and all th' enchanting groves - 
Of Tempe's vale : O where haſt thou been hid? 
410 For ages where have ſtray'd thy ſteps unknown ? 
Welcome at length, thrice welcome to the ſhore 
Of Britain's beauteous Iſle; where verdant plains, 
Where hills and dales, and woods and waters join 
To aid thy pencil, favour thy deſigns, 
415 And give thy varying landſcapes every charm. 
Drive then * Batavia's monſters from our ſhades ; 
Nor let unhallowed ſhears profane the form, 
Which Heaven's own hand, with ſymmetry divine, 
Hath given to all the vegetable tribes. 
420 Baniſh the regular deformity 
Of plans by line and compaſs, rules abhor'd 
In Nature's free plantations ; and reſtore 
Its pleaſing wildneſs to the garden walk ; 
The calm ſerene receſs of thoughtful man, 
425 In Meditation's ſilent ſacred hour. 
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And lo! the progreſs of thy ſteps appears 
In fair improvements ſcatter'd round the land. 


* The taſte for trait lines, regular Os and clipt trees, » was im- 
ported from Holland at the Revolution. 1 : 
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Earlieſt in Chiſwick's beauteous model ſeen: 

| There thy firſt favourite, in the happy ſhade 
430 To Nature introduc'd, the Goddeſs woo'd, 

| And in ſweet rapture there enjoy'd her charms. 
In Richmond's venerable woods and wilds, 

The calm retreat, where weary'd Majeſty, 

; Unbending from his cares for Britain's Peace, 
435 Steals a few moments to indulge his own. 

On Oatland's brow, where Grandeur ſits enthron'd, 
Smiling on Beauty, In the lovely vale 

Of Eſher, where the mole glides lingering, loth 
To leave ſuch ſcenes of ſweer ſimplicity, 

440 In * Woburn's ornamented fields, where gay 
Variety, where mingling lights and ſhades, 
Where lawns and groves, and opening proſpects break, 
With ſweet ſurprize, upon the wandering eye. 

On Hagley's hills, irregular and wild, 

445 Where thro' romantic ſcenes of hanging woods, 
And vallies green, and rocks, and hollow dales, 
While Echo talks, and Nymphs and Dryads play, 
Thou rov'ſt enamour'd ; leading by the hand 

Its Maſter, who, inſpir'd with all thy Art, 

450 Adds Beautics to what Nature plan'd ſo fair. 


Fail, ſweet Retirement! Wiſdom's peaceful ſeat! 
Where lifted from the crowd, and calmly plac'd 
Beyond the deafening roar of human ſtrife, 

Th' T Athenian ſage his happy followers taught, 
455 That Pleaſure ſprang from Virtue. Gracious Heaven | 


* Mr. Soorucorz's. 
+ Epicurus ; who on account of reaching i in his garden, was called 


the Garden Philoſopher; and his diſciples, the Philoſophers of the 
o .. * 
How 
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460 


How worthy thy divine beneficence, 5 
This fair eſtabliſh'd truth! ye bliſsful bowers, Do 
Ye vocal groves whoſe echoes caught his lore, N 


O might I hear, thro* Time's long tract convey d, 
The moral leſſons taught beneath your ſhades! 

And lo, tranſported to the ſacred ſcenes, 

Such the divine enchantment of the Muſe. 


I ſee the ſage; I hear, I hear his voice. 


„The end of life is Happineſs ; the means 
That end to gain, fair Virtue gives alone. 


From the vain phantoms of deluſtve Fear 


470 


475 


480 


* Or ſtrong Deſire's intemp'rance, ſpring the woes 
Which human life embitter. Oh, my ſons, 
« From Error's darkening clouds, from groundleſs Fear 
“ Enfeebling all her powers, with early ſkill, 

« Clear the bewilder'd mind. Let Fortitude 

« Eſtabliſh in your breaſts her ſtedfaſt throne; 

« So ſhall the ſtings of Evil fix no wound; 

«© Nor dread of poverty, nor pain, nor grief, 

«© Nor life's diſaſters, nor the fear of death, 

4 Shake the juſt purpoſe of your ſteady ſouls. 
The golden curb of Temp'rance next prepare, 

« To rein th* impetuous ſallies of Defire. 

« He who the kindling ſparks of Anger checks, 

« Shall ne'er with fruitleſs tears in vain lament 


s Its flame's deſtructive rage. Who from the vale 


« Ambition's dangerous pinacle ſurveys; - 

« Safe from the blaſt which ſhakes the towering pile, 
« Enjoys ſecure repoſe, nor dreads the ſtorm 

« When public clamours riſe, Who cautious turns 
% From lewd Temptation ſmiling in the eye 


« Of Wantonneſs, hath burſt the golden bands 
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Of future Anguiſh; hath redeem'd his frame 
From early feebleneſs, and dire diſeaſe. | 
490 Who lets the griping hand of Av'rice pinch 
* To narrow ſelfiſhneſs the ſocial heart; 
« Excludes fair Friendſhip, Charity, and Love, 
« From their divine exertions in his breaſt, 
« And ſee, my friends, this Garden's little bound, 
495 © So ſmall the wants of Nature, well ſupplies 
« Our board with plenty ; roots, or wholeſome pulſe, 
« Or herbs, or flavour'd fruits: and from the ſtream 
The hand of Moderation fills a cup, 
To thirſt delicious. Hence nor fevers riſe, 
$00 Nor ſurfeits, nor the boiling blood, inflam'd 
„ With turbid violence, the veins diſtends. 
Hear then, and weigh the moment of my words. 
« Who thus the ſenſual appetites reſtrain, 
« Enjoy the heavenly Venus of theſe ſhades, 
505 © Celeſtial Pleaſure ; tranquil and ſecure, 
« From Pain, Diſeaſe, and anxious Troubles free. 


He plac'd in his garden a ftatue of the Venus Celeftis, which probab/ 
he 3 —— ſhould be ſymbolical of his Doctrine. F 
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. Pat, or taking fire. Of harveſt, and the harveſt-home. The 
. Praiſes of England with regard to its various product. Ap- 
ples. Hops. Hemp. Flax. Coals. Fuller s-earth. Stone. 


ARGUM EN T. 


bay-making. A method of preſerving hay from being moro 


Lead. Tin. Iron. Dyer's Herbs. Eſculents. Medicinals. 
Tranſition from the cultivation of the earth to the care of 


ſheep, cattle and borſes. Of feeding ſheep. Of their diſ- 


eaſes. Sheep-ſhearing. Of improving the breed. Of the 
dairy and its products. Of horſes. The draught-hor e---- 
road hor ſe----hunter----race-horſe----and war-horſe. Conclud- 
ing with an addreſs to the PxIx E to prefer the arts of 
Peace to thoſe of War. 
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HILE thus at eaſe, beneath embelliſh'd ſhades, * | 
We rove delighted; lo! the ripening mead | 
Calls forth the labouring hinds. In ſlanting rows, 
With ſtill-approaching ſtep, and level'd ſtroke, 
5 The early mower, bending o'er his ſcythe, 
Lays low the ſlender graſs; emblem of Man, 
Falling beneath the ruthleſs hand of Time. _ 
Then follows blithe, equipt with fork and rake, 
In light array, the train of nymphs and ſwains. 
10 Wide o'er the field, their labour ſeeming ſport, 
They toſs the withering herbage. Light it flies, 
Borne on the wings of Zephyr; whoſe ſoft gale, 
Now while th' aſcending ſun's. bright beam exhales 
"The grateful ſweetneſs of the new-mown hay, _ | 


3 5 Preathung refreſhment, fans the * ſwain. | 
D a 
| 
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And ſoon, the jocund dale and echoing hill 
Reſound with merriment. The ſimple jeſt, 


"Fe village tale. of Kangal, and the-taung, | 
Af rude unpoliſh'd wit, raiſe ſudden burſts * 


20 Of laughter from beneath the ſpreading — 


„Their ſpirits. Light as air they ſpriaga renewd 


- 


| 49 Till, wide and wider ſpreading, they admit 
The fatal blaſt, which inſtantly conſumes, 


Ia: flames reſiſtleſs, thy collected ſtore. 
This dire diſaſter to avoid, prepare 6 


A hollow baſket, or the concave round 
45 Of ſome capacious vellel ; to its fides 
3 — ——— tilted e 
an 1 « Wo ; 


| 55 But do the threatening clouds precipitate 


Where thrown at eaſe, and ſhelter'd from the ſun, 
The plain repaſt. and holeſome bev rage cheer 


To ſocial labour: ſoon the ponderous wain 

25 Moves ſlowly onwards with its fragrant load, 2 
And ſwells the barn capacious : or, to erowẽm 
Their toil, large tapering pyramids they build, 
The magazines of Plenty, to enſure 
From Winter's want the flocks, and bens, 


Thy work, and hurry to the field thy team. 
Ere the ſun's heat, or penetrating wind, 
HFath drawn its moiſture from the fading graſs ? 
35 Or hath the burſting ſhower rhy labours Irench'd 
With fudden innundation ? ? Ah, with care 
Accumulate thy loads, or in the mow, © 
Or on the rifing rick. The-ſmother'd damps, 
Fermenting, glow within ;- and latent ſparks 


At length ingender'd, kindle by degrees, 5 


a 
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Full in the center of thy purpos'd __ PP 
Place tie oberuſive barrier; raiſing fi} 

| As they advance, by its united bands, 1 . 

50 The vide machine. Thus leriag in the mail. 

An empty ſpace, the cooling air draws in. 

And fron the flame, ot from offenſive tante 

Pernicious to thy. cattle, faves their food. - 6M 


And now the ruler. of the golden day, 

55 From the fierce Lion. glows with heat intenſe 3 
White Ceres on the ripening field looks down a 
In ſmiles benign. Now with enraptur'd eye, 

The end of all his toil, and its reward,  _- 
The Farmer views, Ah, gracious Heaven n 

60 His fervent prayer: reſtrain the tempeſt s rage, 
The dreadful blight difarm ; nor in one blaſt 
The prodicts of the labouring year deſtray | 
Let vain is Heaven's indulgence for when now 
In ready ranks-th' impatient reapers ſtand, 

65 Arm'dwith the ſcythe or ſickle : ---echoes ſhrill 
Of winding horns, the ſhouts and hallooings loud 
Of 3 and the cry of opening hounds, 
Float in the gale melodious, but invade 


His frighted ſenſe with dread. Near and more near 


. 
44S 
* 
* 


70 Th' unwelcome ſounds approach; and ſudden oe rr 


His fence the tall ſtag bounds: in cloſe * 
The hunter train, on many a noble ſteed, 
Undaunted fellow ; while the eager pack 
" Burſt unreſiſted thro? the yielding hedge. 
75 In vain, unheard, the wretched hind exclaims; 
I' be ruin of his crop in vain laments: 


Deaf to his cries, nn 2 
N a D 8 
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In cruel exultation ; trampling down | 
Beneath their feet, in one ſhort moment's ſpore, 
80 The peace, the comfort of his future year. 
 Unfeeling Wealth! ah, when wilt thou forbear 
Thy inſults, thy injuſtice to the Poor? 
When taſte the bliſs of nurſing in thy breaſt 
The ſweet ſenſations of Humanity? 


85 Vet all are not deſtroyers: ſome unſpoil'd 
By Fortune, ſtill preſerve a feeling heart. 
And ſee the yellow fields, with labourers ſpread, 
Reſign their treaſures to the reaper's hand. 
Here ſtands in comely order on the plain, 
90 And cluſter'd ſheafs, the king of golden corn, 
Unbearded Wheat, ſupport of human life : 
There riſes in round heaps the maltſter's hope, 
Grain which the reaper's care ſollicits beſtt 
By tempring promiſes of potent beer, 
95 The joy, the meed of thirſt- creating toil: 
| The poor man's * clammy fare the ſickle reaps ; 
. The ſteed's light provender obeys the ſcythe. 
| Labour and mirth united, glow beneath 
The mid-day ſun; the laughing hinds rejoice; _ 
100 Their maſter's heart is open'd, and his eye 
Looks with indulgence on the gleaning Poor. 
At length, adorn'd with boughs and garlands gay, 
Nods the laſt load along the ſhouting field, 
Now to the God of Harveſt in a ſong 
105 The grateful Farmer pays accepted thanks, 
With joy unfeign'd : while to his raviſh'd ear 
» Rye, on which is made'a coarſe clammy kind of bread, ufed by the 
Norer People in many parts of England, on account of its a” ® 


Canro II. 


The gratulations of aſſiſting ſwains 
Are muſic. His exulting ſoul expands; 
He preſſes every aiding hand; he bids 

110 The plenteous feaſt, beneath ſome ſpreading tree, 
Load the large board; and circulates the bowl, 
The copious bowl, unmeaſur'd, unreſtrain'd, 
A free libation to th* immortal Gods, 
Who crown with plenty the prolific ſoil. 


115 Hail, favour'd Iſland! happy Region, hail! 
Whoſe temperate ſkies, mild air, and genial dews, 
Enrich the fertile glebe ; bleſſing thy ſons 
With various products, to the life of Man 
Indulgent. I hine Pomona's choiceſt gift, 

120 The taſteful apple, rich with racy juice, 
Theme of thy envy'd ſong, Silurian bard ; 
Affording to the fwains, in ſparkling cups, 
Delicious bey*rage. Thine, on Cantium's hills, 
The flow'ry hop, whoſe tendrils climbing round 

125 The tall aſpiring pole, bear their light heads 

Aloft, in pendent cluſters ; which in Malt's 

Fermenting tuns infus'd,” to mellow | 


Preſerves the potent draught, Thine too the plant, 
To whoſe tough ſtringy ſtalks thy num'rous fleets 
130 Ove their ſtrong cordage: with her ſiſter ſtem, 

Her fairer ſiſter, whence Minerva's tribe, 


T' enfald in ſoftneſs Beauty's lovely limbs, 
Preſent their woven texture: and from hence; 
A ſecond birth, grows the I Papyrean leaf, 


* Minerva is ſaid to have invented the art of weaving 
+ The leaf of the Egyptian plant, P 


rus, was — * pou 
ing upon; fram whence 1 1s deriv'd the _ name - of our materia al ca 
Paper. 


D 3 A table 
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135 A tablet firm, on which the Painter bal. 
5 Delineates thought, and to the wondering eye 
Embodies vocal air, and groups the ſound, 


+ With various bleſſings teems thy fruitful womb, 
Lo fromthe depth of many a-yawning mine, 
140 Thy foſſil treaſures/riſc. Thy blazing hearths, 

| From deep ſulphureous pits, conſumeleſs ſtores 
Of fuel boaſt. Thy oil-imbibing ® earth, | 
The fuller's mill aſſiſting, ſafe defies 
All foreign rivals in the clothier's art. 
145 The builder ſtone thy numerous quarries hide; 
Wich lime, its cloſe concomitant. The hills, 8 
The batren hills of Derby's wildeſt Peak, 
In lead abound ; ſoft, fuſile, malleable ; 
Whoſe. ample ſheets thy venerable domes, | 
150 From rough inclement ſtorms of wind and rain, 
In ſafety clothe, Devonia's ancient mines, 
Whoſe treaſures tempted firſt Phœnicia's ſons 
To court thy commerce, ſtill exhauſtleſs, yield 
The valued ere, from whenee, Britannia, Thou 
155 Thine honour'd + name deriv'ſt. Nor want ſt thou ſtore 
| Of that all-uſeful metal, the ſupport | 
Of every art mechanic. Hence ariſe 


* Fuller's earth is found in no other country; and as it is of ſo great a 
uſe in the manufafturivg of cloth, the exportation of it is prohibited. Dr. 
Woodward ſays this foflil is of more value to England the mines of 
rer woo FER N WO 1 

+ The learned antiquary, Bochart, is of opinion, that the Phonic ians, 
coming to buy tin in the ifland of Albion, gave it the name of Barat-Anac, 
that is, the Land or Country of Tin: which being ſoften'd by the Greeks 
| by the Romans. This etymology ſeems to be 


S 


into Britannia, was adopt 


- confirm'd by the Grecians calling the ifles of Scilly, Caſſiterides. which 
Agnifes ip Greek the ſame as Barat-Anac in Ph@nician. Raein. 
3 | , _ 
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In Dean's large foreſt numerous glowing kilns, | 
The rough rude ore calcining z whence — 

160 To the fierce ſurnace, its intenſer heat 
Melts the hard maſs ; which flows, an d, 
On ſandy beds below : and ſtiffening there, "$ 
A ponderous lump, but to the hammer tam' d, 

Takes from the forge, in bars, ies final form, 


165 But the glad Muſe, from ſubterranean caves - 

. Emerging, views with wonder and delight, 
What numerous products ſtill remain unſung. 
With fiſh abound thy ſtreams; thy — 
To fow| give friendly covert ; and thy plains 

170 The cloven-footed race, in various herds 
Range undifturb'd. Fair Flora's ſweeteſt buds ' 
Blow on thy beauteous boſom z and her fruits 


r lap. 


Thou to the dyer's tinging cauldron gie 
175 The yellow-ſtaining weed, luteola ; 
The 7 glaſtum brown, with which thy naked 38 
In ancient time their hardy limbs diſtain'd; | 
Nor the rich $ rubia does thine hand withold, 


Grateful and ſalutary ſpring the plants © 
180 Which crown thy numerous gardens, and i invite 


+ wa Weld, commonly call'd Dyer's weed. 


8 — r, which ls uſed We ſor 
richeſt red ; and as Mortimer obſerves, was thought 


Charles the Firlt's tine, that it was made a Patent 
cultivation of it 


from the Dutch the great 
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To Health and Temperance, in the fimpſe meal, 
Unſtain'd with murder, undefil'd with blood, 
Unpoiſon'd with rich ſauces, to provoke 
Th' unwilling appetite to Glutton ). 
185 For this, the bulbous eſculents their roots 
Wich ſweetneſs fill; for this, with cooling juice 
The green herb ſpreads its leaves; and opening buds, 
And flowers, and feeds, with various flavours tempt 
Th' enſanguin d palate from its ſavage feaſt. 


190 Nor hath the God of Phyſick and of Day 
Forgot to ſhed kind influence on thy plants 
Medicinal. Lo! from his beaming rays 
Their various energies to every herb 
Imparted flow. He the ſalubrious leaf 

195 Of cordial Tage, the purple-flowering head 
Of fragrant lavender, enlivening mint, 
Valerian's fetid ſmell, endows benign 
With their cephalic virtues. He the root 
Of broad angelica, and tufted flower 

200 Of creeping chamomile, impregnates deep 
With powers carmingtive. In every brake 
Worrhwood and centaury, their bitter juice, 

To aid Digeſtion's ſickly powers, refine. 
The ſmooth * althza its balſamic wave 

205 Indulgent pours. Eryngo's ſtrengthening root 
Surrounds thy ſea-girt iſle, reſtorative, 

Fair queen of Love, to thy enfeebled ſons. 

I Hypericum, beneath each ſhelt' ring buſh, 

Its healing virtue modeſtly conceals. + 

210 Thy friendly ſoil to liquorice imparts | 

®* Marſh-mallows, St. John's-wort. 
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Its dulcet moiſture, whence the labouring lungs | 
Of panting Aſthma find a ſure relief. 
The ſcarlet poppy, on thy painted fields, 
Bows his ſomniferous head, inviting ſoon . 

215 To peaceful ſlumber the diforder'd mind, 
Lo, from thy baum's exhilerating leaf, 
The moping fiend, black Melancholy, gy + F 
And burning Febris, with its lenient flood 
- Cools her hot entrails; or embathes her limbs 

220 In ſudorific ſtreams, that cleanſing flow 

From ſaffron's friendly ſpring. Thou too can'ft boaſt 
The * bleſſed thiſtle, whoſe rejective power 
Relieves the loaded viſcera ; and to thee _ 
The roſe, the violet their emollient leaves 

225 On every buſh, on every bank, diſplay. 
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Theſe are thy products, fair Britannia, theſe 
The copious bleſſings, which thy envy'd ſons, 
Divided and diſtinguiſh'd from the world, 
Secure and free, beneath juſt laws, enjoy. 
230 Nor dread the ravage of deſtructive War; 
Nor black Contagion's peſtilential breath ; _ 
Nor rending Earth's convulſions,-—-fields, flocks, towns, 
Swallow'd abrupt, in Ruin's frightful jaws z 
Nor worſe, far worſe than all, the iron hand 
235 Of lawleſs power, ſtretch'd o'er precarious wealth, 
Lands, liberty, and life, the wanton prey 
Of its enormous, unreſiſted gripe. 


But further now in Vegetation's paths, 
Thro' cultur d fields, and woods, and waving crops, 


3 Carduus, calf by phy ſical writers Carduus benedictus. 
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240 The weary'd Muſe forbears to wind her walk. | 


19 


To flocks and herds her future ſtrains aſpire, 
And let the liſtening hinds inſtructed hear 
The cloſing precepts of her labour d ſong, | 


Lo! on the ſide of yonder ſlanting hill, 
#45 Beneath a ſpreading oak's broad foliage, fits 
The ſhepherd ſwain, and patient by his ſide 
His watchful dog; while round the nibbling flocks 
Spread their white fleeces o'er the verdant ſlope, . 
N landſcape pleaſing to the painter's eye. 
250 Mark his paternal care. The tender race, 

Of heat impatient, as of pinching cold 

Afraid, he ſhelters from the riſing Cn, | 
Beneath the mountain's weſtern. ſide ; and when 
The evening beam ſhoots caſlward, turning ſeeks 


255 Fh' alternate umbrage. Now to ſweeteſt food 


Of fallow fields he leads, and nightly folds, 
T* enrich th* exhauſted foil : defending ſafe | 
From murd*rous thieves, and from the prowling fox, 

Their helpleſs innocence. His ſkilful eye 


280 Studious explores the latent ills which prey 


Upon the bleating nation. The foul mange 
Infectious, their impatient foot, by oft 
| Repeated fcratchings, will betray. This calls 
For his immediate aid, the ſpreading taint 
26; To ſtop. Tobacco, in the briny wave _ 
Infus*d, affords a waſh of ſovereign uſe 
To heal the dire diſeaſe. The wriggling tail 
Sure indication gives, that, bred beneath, 


| Devouring vermin lurk: theſe, or with duſt” 
270 Or deaden'd lime ee thick, fall off 
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In ſmother'd.crowds, Diſeaſes numerous 
Aſſault the harmleſs race; but chief the Fiend 
Which taints with rottenneſs their inward frame, 
And ſweeps them from the plain in putrid heaps, _ 
275 A nuiſance to the ſmell. This, this demands 
His watchful care. If he perceives the fleece 
In patches loſt ; if the dejected eye 
Looks pale and languid ; if the roſy gums 
Change to a yellow foulneſs ; and the breath, 
280 Panting and ſhort, emits a fickly ſtench ; 
Wam' d by the fatal ſymptoms, he removes 
To riſing grounds and dry, the tainted flock ; 
The beſt expedient to reſtore that health 
Which the full paſture, or the low damp moor 
28; Endanger'd. But if bare and barren hills, 
Or dry and ſandy plains, too far remov'd, 
Deny their aid : he ſpeedily prepares 
Rue'ꝰs bitter juice, with brine and brimſtone mixt, 
A powerful remedy ; which from an horn 
290 Injected, ſtops the dangerous malady. 


| Refulgent Summer now his hot domain 
Hath carry d to the tropic, and begins 
His backward journey. Now beneath the ſun 
Mellowing their fleeces for th' impending ſhears, 
295 The woolly people in full cloathing ſweat: 
When the ſmooth current of a limpid brook 
The ſhepherd ſeeks, and plunging, in its waves 
. The frighted innocents, their whitening robes. 
In the clear ſtream grow pure. Emerging hence, 
zoo On litter'd ſtraw the bleating flocks recline 
Till glowing heat ſhall dry, and breathing dews 


Perſpiring 
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Perſpiring ſofr, again thro” all the fleece 
Diffuſe their oily fatneſs. Then the ſwain 
Prepares th” elaſtic ſhears, and gently down 


"205 The patient creature lays ; diveſting ſoon 
Its lighten'd limbs of their encumbering load. 
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O more than mines of gold, than diamonds fas 
- More precious, more important is the fleece 
This, this the ſolid baſe on which the ſons 
310 Of Commerce build, exalted to the ſky, 
The ſtructure of their grandeur, wealth, and power! 
Hence in the earheſt childhood of her ſtate, 
Ere yet her merchants ſpread the Britiſh ſail, 
To earth deſcending in a radiant cloud, 
315 Britannia ſeiz d th' invaluable ſpoil. 
To Ocean's verge exulting ſwift ſhe flew ; 
There, on the boſom of the bounding wave, 
Rais d on her pearly car, fair Commerce rode 
Sublime, the goddeſs of the watry world, 
320 On every caaſt, in every clime ador'd, 
High waving in her hand the woolly prize, 
Britannia hail'd and beckan'd to her ſhore 
The Power benign. Invited by the Fleece, 
From whence her penetrating eyes foreſaw . 
$25 What mighty honours to her name ſhould riſe, 
She beam'd a gracious ſmile. Th? obedient winds, 
Rein'd by her hand, conducted to the beach 
Her ſumptuous car. But more convenient place 
The Muſe ſhall find, to ſing the friendly league, 
330 Which here commenc'dq, to Time's remoteſt age, 
Shall bear the glory of the Britiſh ſail, * 


- Cautious 
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Cautious and fearful, ſome in early ſpring 
Recruit their flocks; as then the wintry ſtorms 
Their tender frame hath prov'd. But he whoſe aim 
335 Ambitious ſhould aſpire to mend the breed, | 
In fruitful Autumn ſtocks the bleating field a 
With buxom ewes, that to their ſoft deſires 
Indulgent, he may give the nobleſt rams. 
Yet not too early to the genial ſport 
340 Invite the modeſt ewe; let Michael's feaſt 2 
Commemorate the deed ; leſt the cold hand + 
Of Winter pinch too hard the new-yean'd lamb. ; 


How nice, how delicate appears his choice, 
When fixing on the fire to raiſe his flock ? 
345 His ſhape, his marks, how curious he ſurveys? 
His body large and deep, his buttocks broad, 
Grve indication of internal ſtrength : . 
Be ſhort his legs, yet active; ſmall his head; 
So ſhall Lucina's pains leſs pungent prove, 
350 And leſs the hazard of the teeming ewe : 
Long be his tail, and large his wook-grown ear ; 
Thick, ſhining, white, his fleece; his hazel eye 
Large, bold; and cheerful; and his horns, if horns 
You chuſe, not ſtrait, but curving round and round 
355 On either ſide his head. Theſe the fole arms 
His inoffenſive mildneſs bears; not made 
For ſhedding blood, nor hoſtile war: yet theſe 
When love, all- powerful, ſwells his breaſt, and pours 
Into his heart new courage, theſe he aims, 
960 With meditated fury at his for. - 


* . 
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In glowing colours, here the tempted Muſe 

Might paint the raſhing conflict, when provok* * 

The rival rams, oppoſing front to front, 

Spring forth with deſperate madneſs to the fight. 
365 But as deter'd by the ſuperior Batd, 
Whoſe ſteps, at aweful diſtance, I revere, 
Nor dare to tread , fo by the thundering ſtrife 


Of his majeſtic fathers of the herd, 
My feebler combatants appall d retreat. 


At leiſure now, O let me once again, 
Once, ere I leave the cultivated fields, 
My favourite Patty, in her dairy's pride, 
Reviſit; and the generous ſteeds which grace 
4 The paſtures of her ſwain, well-pleas'g ſurvey... 
375 The lowing kine, ſer, at their *cuſtom'd hour, 
Wait the returning pail. The roſy maid, 

Crouching beneath their ſide, in copious ſtreams 
Exhauſts the ſwelling udder. Veſſels large 
And broad, by the fweet hand of Neatneſs clean'd, 
380 Mean while, - in"decent order rang'd appear, 
The milky treaſure, fttain'd thro' filtering lawn, 
Intended to receive. At early day, 
Sweet ſlumber ſhaken from het opening lids, 
My lovely Patty to her dairy hies: 
385 There from the ſurface of expanded bowls 
She ſkims the floating cteam, and to her churn 
Commits the rich conſiſtence ; nor diſdains, 
Though ſoft her hand, tho" delicate her frame, 
To urge the rural toil ; fond to obtain 
390 The country-houſewite's humble name and praiſe, 
Continu'd agitation ſeparates ſgon 


The 
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The unctuous particles; with gentler ſtrokes - 
And artful, ſoon. they cugleſes. 1 : at length, 
Cool water pouring from the limpid ſpring 

395 Into a ſmooth-glaz d veſſel, deep and wide, 
She gathers the looſe fragments to an heap; _ 
Which in the cleanſing wave well-wrought, and md 
To one conſiſtent golden maſs, receives 
- The ſprinkled ſeaſoning, and of patts, or pounds, 

400 The fair impreſſion, the neat bene aſſumes. 


Is cheeſe her care? Warm from the teat ſhe pours 
The milky flood. An acid juice infus'd, _ 
From the dry'd ſtomach drawn of ſuckling calf, 
Coagulates the whole. Immediate now 
405 Her ſpreading hands bear down the gathering curd, - 

Which hard and harder grows; till, clear and thin, 
The green whey riſes ſeparate. Happy ſwains ! 
O how I envy ye the luſcious draught, 
The ſoft ſalubrious beverage! To a vat, 
410 The ſize and faſbion which her taſte approves, 
She bears the ſnow-white heaps, her future cheeſes 
And the ſtrong prefi eſtabliſhes its form. ' 8 


But nicer cates, her dairy's boaſted fare, 
The jelly'd cream, or cuſtard, daintieſt food, 
415 Or cheeſecake, or the cooling ſyllabub, _ 
For Thyrſis ſhe prepares ; who from the field 

| Returning, with che kiſs of love ſincere, - 

Salutes her roſy lip. A tender look, ; 

. Meantime, and chearful ſmiles, his welcome ſpeak : 7 
420 Down to their frugal board Contentment fies, - . 
Ana calls" it feaſting. Prattling infants dea 
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Engage their fond regard, and cloſer tye 
Fhe band of nuptial love. They, happy, feel 
Each other's bliſs, and both in different ſpheres 

425 Employ'd, nor ſeek nor wiſh that cheating chatm, 
Variety, which idlers to their aid 

Call in, to make the length of lazy life 

Drag on leſs heavily. Domeſtic cares, 
Her children and her dairy, well divide 

430 Th' appropriated hours, and duty makes 
Employment pleaſures He, delighted, gives 
Each buſy ſeaſon of the rolling year, 
To raiſe, to feed, t' improve the generous horſs, - 
And fit for various uſe his ſtrength or ſpeed. 


435 Dull, patient, heavy, of large limbs robuſt, 
Whom neither beauty marks, nor ſpirits fire ; 
Him, to the ſervile toil of dragging flow 
The burthen'd carriage; or to drudge beneath 

A ponderous load impos'd, his juſtice dooms. 
440 Let ſtraining in th* enormous cars which crowd 
Thy buſtling ſtreets, Auguſta, queen of trade, 
What noble beaſts are ſeen ? ſweating beneath 
Their toil, and trembling at the driver's whip, 
Urg'd with malicious fury on the parts 
445 Where feeling lives moſt ſenſible of pain. 
Fell tyrants, hold! forbear your hell-born rage | 
See ye not every ſinew, every nerve 
Stretch'd even to burſting ? Villains !—But the Muſe, 
Quick from the ſavage-ruffians turns her eye 

450 Frowning indignant. Steeds of hardier kind, 

And cool tho' ſpritely, to the travel'd road 


He deſtines; fure of foot, of fteady pace, | 
» Hz Active, 
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Active, and perſevering, uncompel'd, 
The tedious length of many a beaten mile, 


455 But not alone to theſe inferior tribes 

| Th! ambitious ſwain confines his generous breed. 
Hark ! in his fields, when now the diſtant ſounds 
Of winding horns, and dogs, and huntfmen's ſhouts 
Awake the ſenſe, his kindling hunter neighs: 

460 Quick ſtart his ears erect, his beating heart 
Exults, his light limbs bound, he bears aloft, 

Rais'd by tumultuous joy, his toſling head; 

And all impatient for the well-known Tport, 
Leaps the tall fence, and liſtening to the cry, 

465 Purſues with voluntary ſpeed the chace. 
See ! ofer the plain he ſweeps, nor hedge nor ditch 
Obſtructs his eager flight; nor ſtraining hills, 
Nor headlong ſteeps deter the vigorous ſteed : 
Till join'd at length, aſſociate of the ſport, 

470 He mingles with the train, ftops as they ſtop, 
Purſues as they purſue, and all the wild 

Enlivening raptures of the field enjoys. 


Eaſy in motion perfect in his form, 

His boaſted lineage drawn from ſteeds of blood, 
475 He the fleet courſer too, exulting ſhews, 

And points with pride his beauties, Neatly ſet 

His lively head, and glowing in his eye 

True ſpirit lives. His noſtril wide, inhales 

With eaſe the ambient air. His body firm 
480 And round, upright his joints, his horny hoofs 

Small, ſhining, light; and large his ample reach. 

His limbs, tho gender, brac' d with linewy ſtrength, 
3 E 8 
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Declare his winged ſpeed. His temper mild, 

Yet high his mettled heart. Hence in the race, 
485 All emulous, he hears the claſhing whips ; 

He feels the animating ſhouts ; exerts 

With eagerneſs his utmoſt powers; and ſtrains, 

And ſprings and flies, to reach the deſtin'd goal. 


But low ! the boaſt, the glory of his ſtalls, 
490 His warrior ſteed appears. What comely pride, 
What dignity, what grace, attend on all 
His motions ? ſee exulting in his ſtrength, 
He paws impatient. On his brow 
Courage enthroned fits, and animates 
495 His fearleſs eye. He bends his arched creſt, 
| His mane looſe-flowing, ruffles in the wind, 
| Cloathing his cheſt with fury. Proud, he ſnorts, 
y Champs on the foaming bit, and prancing high, 
| Diſdainful ſeems to tread the ſordid earth. 
Zoo Yet hears he and obeys his maſter's voice, 7 
| All gentleneſs : and feels, with conſcious pride, 
His dappled neck clap'd with a chearing hand, 
But when the battle's martial ſounds invade 
His ear, when drurns and trumpets loud proclaim 
505 The ruſhing onſet ; when thick ſmoke, when fire 
Burſts thundering from the cannon's awful mouth ; 
Then all inſpir'd he kindles into flame 
Intrepid, neighs aloud; and, panting, ſeems 
Impatient to expreſs his ſwelling joys 
510 Unutterable, On Danger's brink he ſtands, 
And mocks at Fear. Then ſptinging with delight, 
_ Plunges into the wild confuſion. Terror flies 
Before his dreadful front; and in his rear 
| Deſtruction 
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Deſtruction marks her bloody progreſs. Such, 
515 Such was the ſteed Thou, CuuBERLAND, beſtrod'ſt, 
When black Rebellion fell beneath thy hand, i 
Rome and her papal tyranny ſubdu'd, 
On great Culloden's memorable field. [throne 
Such thine, unconquer'd MarrBoroucn, When the 
520 Of Lewis totter'd, and thy glittering ſteel 
On 'Blenheim's plain immortal trophies reap'd. 
And ſuch, O Prince |! great patron of my theme, 
Should e' er inſidious France again preſume 
On Europe's freedom, ſuch, tho' all averſe 
525 To ſlaughtering war, thy country ſhall preſent, 
Do bear her Hero to the martial plain, 
Arm'd with the ſword of juſtice. Other cauſe 
Ne'er ſhall Ambition's ſophiſtry perſwade 
Thine honour to eſpouſe, Britannia's peace; 
530 Her ſacred rights; her juſt, her equal laws; 
Theſe, theſe alone, to cheriſh or defend, 
Shall raiſe thy youthful arm, and wake to war, 
To dreadful war, the Britiſh Lion's rage. 


But milder ſtars on thy illuſtrious birth 
555 Their kindeſt influence ſhed. Beneath the ſmile 
Of thy indulgence, the protected ArTs 
Lifting their graceful heads; her envy'd fail 
Fair COMMERCE ſpreading to remoteſt climes ; 
And Plenty riſing from th' encourag'd PLouca ; 
540 Shall feed, enrich, adorn, the happy land. 
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Genius of Britain, I. 13. 

Genius of Gardens, II. 403. 

Glaſtum, (the Iſatis or Woad) III. 176. 


Grapes, I. 462. 
* H. 


Hagley Park, II. 444. 

Hare, I. 283. 

Harrow, I. 85. 

Harveſt, III. 54, 87. 

Harveſt-home, III. 0. 

Hay-making, III. 8 

Hay, a ms to prevent its being mow-burnt, or taking 
fire, III. 3 

Hedging *. ditching, Il. Ks 

Hemp, III. 128. 

Hoe-plough, IT. 93, 

Holly, its uſe, II. 182. 

Hops, III. 123. 

Horſes, III. 435, to 514. 

Hunting, the cruelty of it before harveſt is got in, III. 6g. 

Huſbandry worthy the ſtudy of the Great, . 326. 

Hymn to the Creator, I. 419. 

Hypericum, III. 208. . 


Induſtry, advantages of it to the Farmer, 69 
Inſtruments of huſbandry, I. 80. | 


Iron, III. 155. OL 


| INDEX 
. 


Kitchen garden, I. 927. III. 179, 
Kite, I. 283. | 


L. 

Landlords ſhould not oppreſs their tenants, I. 37. 
Lavander, III. 195. 
Lead, III. 147. 
Levee, a deſcription of one, I. 303. 
Lime, III. 146. 
Linden (or Lime-tree) its uſes, II, 262. 
Liquorice, III. 210. 
Loam, II. 38. 
Love, the ſymptoms of it, I. 184. 
a declaration of it, I. 210. 

M. 
Madder, _—< 
Maggots in ſheep, III. 267. 
Mange in ditto, III. 261. 
Manure, the different ſorts, II. 147. 170. 
Marle, II. 149. he 
Marſh-mallows, III. 204. 
Medicinal herbs, III. 190. 
Milkmaid, her epiſode, I. 137. 
Mint, III. 196. 
Modeſty, I. — 5. 
Moles, I. 290. 
Moral fx" a of Epicurus, II. 464. 
Mowing, III. I. 
Mulberry, I. 463. 4 


Nature (the Goddeſs of) deſcrib'd, I. 384. 
Night deſcrib'd as a perſon, I. 370. 


Nitre, a great agent in Vegetation, II. 58. 
* Nurſery for timber, the manner of pteparing one, IL 217. 

Q. 
Oak timber, its uſes, II. 280. 
Oatlands, II. 436. 


af 


NN D E X. 
Oats, III. 297. 


Oſier, its uſes, II. 270. 
Otter, I. 288. 


* 
Pan, I. 362. 
Paper, II. 134. 
Partridge, I. 287. 
Patty, the fair milkmaid, I. 137. III. 370. 
Peach, 464 


— deſerib'd, I. 245, 
Phyllerea, its uſe, II. 261. 
Pigeons, I. 256. | 
Pig-ſ[ty, I. TS. 
— ; 
Plants their * . by the vehicle of water, I. 432. 
 ——eſculent, III. 179. 8 
———medicinal, III. 190. 

Planting timber trees, II. 209. 
Plough, I. 81. II. 86. 268. 

Ploughman, I. 110. | | 
Plumb, I. 463. 
Pomona, I. 453. x 
Poppy, III. 213. 

Praiſes of * on account of its various products, 
. 145 
Property, 12 ſecurity in England from war, , peſtilence, earth- 
quakes, and arbitrary power, III. 226 


** of hawthorn, the beſt fence, II. 185. 


R. 
Rake, I. 93. 
Ram, the marks of; a good one, III. 343. 
Richmond gardens, II. 432. 
Roller, I. 87. 
Roſe, III. 224. '.4Y 
Rottenneſs in ſheep, its ſymptoms and cure, III. 272. 
Rubia (madder) III. 178. 3 


= 


1 


ID EX. 
Rural liſe, its happineſs, I. 299. III. 40 3. 


Rye, III. 96. 


Sage, a cephalic, III. 194. 

Sand, the proper culture of ſuch a ſoil, I. 7. 

Saffron, II. 221. 

Sap, how conveyed, I. 432. 

Scythe, I. 91. 

Sea-ſand, a rich manure, II. 162. 

Sheep, III. 244 to 369. 

Sheep-ſhearing, III. 

----breeding them, in. 5 

Shepherd, I. 123. III. 244. 

Sickle, I. 92. - 

Similies. The ſenſations in his mind who does good to 
others; to the air in a garden ſweeten'd by the flowers it 
nouriſhes, I. 31. 5 

a whiſper in a crowd; to a breeze of wind ſhaking the - 

leaves of a grove, I. 174. 

Sloe, II. 181. 

Slovenlineſs, a picture of it in a Farm, II. 103. 

Soils, their three 1 diviſions, II. 1. 

Soot, a manure, II. 

Spontaneous rider Bhs. exploded, in plants as well as ani- 
mals, Ii. 210. 

Spring deſcribed as a perſon, I. 385. 

deſcribed in its natural appearance, I. 448. 

Statute, a country meeting for lervants, deſcribed, I. 105. 

Stag-hunting, III. 63. 

Stone, III. 145. 

Stote, I. 285. 

Summer deſcrib'd as 2 perſon, I. 385. 

Swine, I. 266. 

Syllabub, III. 45. 


8. 


F. 
Tan, tanaer's bark, a warm manure, II. 150. 
Temperance, neceſſity of it to the Farmer, 66. II. 477. 
Threſher, | 


E Turkey cock deſcrit d 
. II. 175. 


7 * * *. 
1 118. 3 


Timber, the beſt ir from ſeeds, II. 221. 245. 


Tin, III. 151. 
Tull (echte) his 4 of een, II. * 
247. 


EF 


Valerian, III. 197- 

Vegetation, a philoſophical account of, 1. 423- 

Venus Celeſtis, the — of her in the gardens of * 
II. 


504. 
| Viokt, 1. 458. UL 224. 


+ 


Wain, I. 95. 
Walnut tres its blen, U. 273. 

Water, the vehicle for the food of plants, I. 43 2. II. 60. 
Weeds, what, II. 94. 115. 139. 1 

Weeſel, I. 288. 1 1 

Weld (Lutcola) III. 175. 1 32 
"Wheat, III. 8g. 

Winnowing-fan, I. 102, 

Winter defcrib'd as a Os I. 406. 

Woad, III. 176. 

Wodurn garden, II. 44 

Wood, the different ls of various forts, II. 255. 
Woot, its great importance to our commerce, III. 305. 
"Wormwood, III. 202, 


Yew, i its uſes, II, 260, 


